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	Request for Proposals
Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board
Funding period: FY27 (September 1, 2026 to August 31, 2027)
Proposal deadline: 5 p.m. CST, May 15, 2026
Submission email: admin@wisoybean.org



The Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board (WSMB) invites proposals for projects that increase profitability, expand demand and strengthen long-term opportunities for Wisconsin soybean farmers. WSMB invests soybean checkoff funds in research, market development, promotion, education and technology transfer in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and soy checkoff requirements.

	Who may apply
	Universities, nonprofit organizations, industry groups, agencies, contractors and other qualified entities with projects that benefit Wisconsin soybean farmers.

	How to submit
	Email one complete proposal package as a single PDF, including the cover sheet, project narrative and detailed budget worksheet.

	Contract term
	Awards are typically limited to a one-year contract period unless otherwise stated in the final agreement.

	Funding restriction
	WSMB funds may not be used for lobbying, political activity, donations, endowments, scholarships or other prohibited uses.



1. About WSMB
WSMB directs the investment of soybean checkoff dollars on behalf of Wisconsin soybean farmers. The board is composed of elected soybean farmers from across the state and supports work intended to improve farmer profitability through research, promotion, market development, education and related activities.
2. Purpose of this request
The purpose of this Request for Proposals is to identify projects and partnerships that deliver measurable value to Wisconsin soybean farmers. Issuance of this RFP is not an offer to contract and does not obligate WSMB to fund any proposal, in whole or in part.
WSMB may request clarifications, modify scope, negotiate budget, invite oral presentations, partially fund a proposal or reject any or all submissions at its sole discretion.
3. Priority project areas
WSMB is especially interested in proposals in the following areas:
• International market development for commodity soybeans and soybean meal, including outreach to overseas buyers and trade education efforts.
• Export infrastructure and logistics promotion, including Wisconsin ports, bulk-loading facilities, rail connections, barge access and other assets that support soybean exports.
• Identity-preserved and food-grade soybean market development, including containerized export pathways, certified production systems and market expansion in target countries.
• Biodiesel, renewable diesel and soy-based product adoption, including work with fleets, municipalities, consumers, farmers and other end users.
• Market assessments that identify current use, future opportunities and barriers affecting soy-based products or soybean demand.
• Projects that expand soybean protein demand in animal feed markets through research, trials, economics or other demand-building work.
WSMB may also consider other checkoff-eligible proposals that clearly demonstrate direct value to Wisconsin soybean farmers.
4. Eligibility and funding restrictions
All proposals must comply with soy checkoff rules and the final terms established by WSMB. At minimum, applicants must acknowledge the following:
• Requested funds must support a specific project with defined objectives, deliverables, timeline and budget.
• Requested funds may not be used for lobbying, influencing legislation, political campaigns, campaign contributions or donations to elected officials.
• General sponsorships, gifts, charitable donations, endowments, scholarship funds and humanitarian relief are not eligible for funding.
• If a proposal includes a sponsorship or partnership component, it must provide specific, documented deliverables and fair value to soybean farmers and the soy industry.
• Projects with broad agricultural messaging must show a clear and defensible connection to soybeans or soybean farmers. WSMB should not be the sole funding source for a purely general agriculture effort.
• Applicants must identify any subcontractors and include their roles and associated costs in the budget.
• Applicants must maintain records and make them available for audit or inspection by WSMB, the United Soybean Board and USDA, as required.
• Materials, reports, data and other work product generated with awarded funds must be available to WSMB, with final ownership and usage rights defined in the contract.
• No award is final and no payment obligation exists until a written agreement is fully executed.
5. Required proposal package
Submit one complete proposal package that includes the following items in this order:
• Completed WSMB Proposal Cover Sheet
• Project narrative
• Detailed budget and budget justification
• Optional supporting materials, such as letters of support, resumes, work samples or supplemental data

The project narrative should be organized with the headings below:
• Project title and applicant organization
• Executive summary of 250 words or fewer
• Need, opportunity or problem being addressed
• Goals, objectives and expected outcomes
• Target audience or end user
• Project approach, work plan and major deliverables
• Communications or reporting plan for sharing results with farmers, industry or other intended audiences
• Project timeline
• Evaluation metrics or proposed measures of success
• Applicant qualifications and any project partners or subcontractors

6. Submission instructions
	Deadline
	May 15, 2026, 5 p.m. CST

	Submission email
	admin@wisoybean.org

	File format
	One PDF file preferred; clearly label attachments if separate files are necessary.

	Questions
	[Insert contact name, title, email and phone]

	Late proposals
	Late or incomplete submissions may be rejected without review.



7. Review process and evaluation criteria
Proposals will be reviewed for completeness, compliance, strategic fit and overall value to Wisconsin soybean farmers. WSMB may consult farmer-leaders, staff and subject-matter experts during the review process.
The following scoring framework may be used during review:

	Evaluation factor
	What reviewers are looking for
	Weight

	Strategic alignment and farmer value
	Clear connection to WSMB priorities and likely benefit to Wisconsin soybean farmers.
	30%

	Project design and feasibility
	Well-defined approach, realistic scope, capable team and practical timeline.
	20%

	Outcomes and measurement
	Specific deliverables, reporting plan and credible measures of success.
	15%

	Budget and cost effectiveness
	Reasonable costs, strong justification and fair value for requested funds.
	20%

	Applicant qualifications
	Relevant experience, partnerships and ability to execute the work.
	10%

	Compliance and completeness
	Required forms submitted and project appears eligible under checkoff rules.
	5%





8. Award and contracting terms
• Selected proposals may be included in a recommendation package for board review and approval.
• WSMB may request revisions to scope, budget, timeline, deliverables or reporting requirements before contract execution.
• Any award is contingent upon final board approval and a signed written agreement.
• Unless otherwise approved in writing, work should not begin and costs should not be incurred in expectation of reimbursement before a contract is executed.
• Projects are generally expected to be completed within a 12-month period.
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