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P.O. BOX 7882 « MADISON, WI 53707-7882

Donald J. Trump

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump:

Wisconsin’s soybean farmers are in a time of crisis. As your administration continues to
negotiate with China, we urge you to prioritize soybeans and find a solution that supports U.S.
farmers.

According to the American Soybean Association, for the last half decade, China has been the
world’s largest consumer of soybeans, importing an average of 61% of the available soybean
supplies which is more than the rest of the world combined. Two-thirds of Wisconsin's soybeans
are produced for export. With the loss of such a large consumer such as China due to the
retaliatory tariffs, our farmers have been left with a massive surplus and nowhere to sell.
Meanwhile, exporters like Brazil and Argentina are securing trade deals with China directly
undercutting Wisconsin farmers.

Wisconsin farmers are under an extreme economic burden. Our 16,000 local farmers last year
produced 1.3 billion dollars worth of soybeans and with the current tariffs in place, many will be
left with a surplus of crops this year. While U.S.-China negotiations continue, local farmers and
grain elevators will struggle with storage capacity and the risk of spoilage while still having to
pay their regular bills and taxes, leaving them in increased financial uncertainty. Soybean
farmers cannot survive a continued trade conflict with our largest customer and a solution must
be found.

Pricing has also become an issue for what consumers remain. Without China, global demand for
U.S. soybeans has dropped significantly and no single country is able to absorb the product. This
one-year reduction in sale prices leaves producers earning less for their goods, while facing
mounting input and equipment costs, exacerbated by labor shortages and liability costs.

The uncertainty also forces producers to rework crop rotations that are set years in advance. With
fewer soybean export opportunities, corn, wheat, barley and other crops schedules have to be



re-evaluated, costing money and time. Not only will this affect this year’s harvest, but our
farmers rely on exports to be able to pay for next year’s crop; these retaliatory tariffs could have
a lasting impact on Wisconsin farmers that could set them back for years.

We call on you and your administration to find a resolution to the trade war with China, restore
access to this vital market, and prioritize the Wisconsin and U.S. farmers who feed and fuel this

nation.

Thank you for your consideration.
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