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On the cover — Joe Bragger of Independence, former president of the Wisconsin Soybean
Association and a Buffalo County dairy and crop producer was named the first-ever
recipient of Wisconsin’s Leopold Conservation Award. Read more at page 6. Photos and
article information provided by Sand County Foundation and Wisconsin Farm Bureau.
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2 Wisconsin Soy Sentinel – Fall 2011

Keith Ripp, District 4
Lodi – 608-849-4519
Eugene Weis, District 7
Union Grove – 262-878-3384

North Central
Research
Representative
Mike Cerny
Sharon – 262-215-7523

Thursday, Feb. 2, General Session: Farm Broadcasters Max Armstrong
& Orion Samuelson lead the program which will include their remarks,
a marketing roundtable and association president’s forum. Thursday
afternoon breakout sessions include: Winning Ways with Soybeans;
Economics of Seed Treatments; Goss Wilt and other crop disease issues;
Farm Financial Planning; Useful Social Media Tips; Cover Cropping.
Thursday evening is a trade show reception followed the annual
Wisconsin Pork Association Taste of Elegance.
Friday, Feb. 3, General Session: Jolene Brown, family business
consultant & Barry Flinchbaugh, Kansas State Ag Economist, each
will provide key notes. Jolene speaks with humor and experience
about agriculture and family business and Barry on the political and
economic climate of agriculture. Together they will take Q&A from
audience. Both have previously appeared on our program and are
excited about being on the program together.
Friday Luncheon: Bruce Vincent, a third generation logger from
Montana, who talks about defending the rural way of life, responsible
environmentalism and activism. Bruce comes highly recommended by
pork and dairy producer audiences. Friday Afternoon Agronomic Bonus Session: Fred Below brings his Seven Wonders of the Corn World.

2012

Your wisconsin soybean
association
3-year membership

AND

all offers expire june 1st
in addition to this special offer, you will receive
the many other benefits of a wsa membership
— see the next page for Membership Sign up —
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Joe Bragger Wins New Leopold
Conservation Award
Joe Bragger of Independence, former president
of the Wisconsin Soybean Association and a
Buffalo County dairy and crop producer was
named the first-ever recipient of Wisconsin's
Leopold Conservation Award.
A strong land ethic and outstanding voluntary
conservation efforts qualified the Braggers for
the award named in honor of world-renowned
conservationist Aldo Leopold.
Bragger Family Dairy, a partnership of Joe
and his wife, Noel and Joe’s brother, Dan, and
his wife, Mary, with assistance from Joe and
Dan’s mother, Hildegard, utilizes manure from
the farm’s 300 dairy cows, 50 beef cattle and
64,000 pullets (young chicken hens) on their
fields as fertilizer for over 500 acres of corn,
soybeans, alfalfa and barley. Another 150
acres of woodlands are managed for wildlife,
recreation and timber production. Adding to the
diversity, 4,000 brown trout are raised annually
in partnership with the local Elk Rod & Gun
Club and Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources in a spring-fed pond on the farm
before being released into area streams.
Their farm was a participant in the University
of Wisconsin Discovery Farms Program, and a
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number of stewardship practices have been
implemented to enhance water quality, soil
conservation and profitability. In 2002, the
family was chosen as the state's Conservation
Farmers of the Year by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources' Wisconsin
Land and Water Conservation Association.
Joe Bragger is also a board member of the
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation.
“The Bragger family is successfully farming
the steep and narrow valleys of Buffalo County,
keeping soil in place and improving water
quality, which is exceptional,” said Brent
Haglund, president, Sand County Foundation.
Sand County Foundation is a private, non-profit
conservation group based in Madison, dedicated
to working with private landowners to improve
habitat on their land.
Sand County Foundation and the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Federation presented the 2011
Leopold Conservation Award to the Braggers during a community event at their farm. The Braggers
were given a $10,000 cash prize and a Leopold
crystal for demonstrating responsible stewardship
and management of natural resources.
The award presentation was followed by a
tour of the farm, led by the Bragger family,
who demonstrated the challenges the family
faces, especially soil erosion, as well as the
diversification of the operation, developed to
help meet these challenges.
“I am very proud that we have been able to be
aggressive in our agricultural pursuits while maintaining soil and water quality,” Joe Bragger said.
The Leopold Conservation Award in Wisconsin
is made possible through the generous support
of the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation,
American Transmission Company, Rural Mutual
Insurance Company, University of WisconsinExtension and Farm Credit.
In Wisconsin, the honor is sponsored by the Sand
County Foundation and Wisconsin Farm Bureau
who provided photos and information for this article.

Taiwan Signs Letter of Intent in Madison to
Purchase Wisconsin-Grown Soybeans
Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board (WSMB) representatives were in Madison
recently to witness the signing of a letter of intent by Taiwanese officials to purchase
Wisconsin soybeans in 2012 and 2013. The Taiwan Agricultural Trade Goodwill
Mission, including members from the feed industry, vegetable oil manufacturers and
other segments of agriculture, was in Wisconsin specifically to make the purchase.
“Today’s announcement is great news for Wisconsin soybean farmers,” says Dan
Roe, President of the Wisconsin Soybean Association (WSA). “Taiwan has been one
of our most valued export markets and I am pleased we have entered into another
agreement for our high-quality soybeans.”
In 2010, Wisconsin exported $8.7 million worth
of soybean to Taiwan, which ranked eighth among
states that exported soybeans to the country. The
WSMB invests soybean checkoff dollars to assist
foreign buyers with soy purchases.
Taiwan has agreed to purchase $1.61 billion to
$1.73 billion worth of U.S. soybeans in 2012 and
2013. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agriculture Service, Taiwan is the
fourth-largest export market for U.S. soybeans.

For more information,
visit: http://www.wisoybean.org.

University of Wisconsin Receives United Soybean Board
Funding to Improve Sustainability of Crop Protecction
The University of Wisconsin has received
a grant from the United Soybean Board to
maximize global utilization of U.S. soy in the
feed, food, industrial and energy markets.
The primary objective of this study is
to provide all segments of the soybean
value chain including the producers,
processors, manufacturers, retailers, end
users and consumers with a method for
documenting and verifying progress along
the sustainability continuum.
“We will pursue this objective at a national
level by building on a successful Wisconsin
model for processing potatoes and vegetables,
which was built in 2010 by a network of
farmers, food processors and NGO’s at the
regional level,” according to Shawn Conley,
state soybean specialist.
The model incorporates the following
guiding principles that will be carried forward as a basis for the national framework:
• Grower and producer driven
• Research-based
• Crop and regionally appropriate
• Able to verify progress in all components of sustainability, environmental,
economic and social
To achieve the transition from a regional to
a national focus UW will work collaboratively

with a coalition of national and state soybean
organizations representing a majority of the
production acreage across the United States.
In November 2010 the leadership of the
Sustainable Agriculture Standards Task Force
(SASTF), which included Ron Moore from Illinois, Tom Redick from Missouri, and Doug
Johnson from Minnesota, met with our group
in Madison to develop these guiding principles. The group included leaders from the
American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Corn Growers Association, the American Soybean Association, Ball Horticulture,
Crop Life America and Dairy Management
Inc., all of whom committed to working with
the UW to develop a national framework for
future sustainability initiatives.
On April 21 to 22, the group met again
to develop a roadmap for creating a national
sustainability assessment and improvement
program in Chicago. SASTF members including Tom Redick, Doug Johnson, and Chuck
Prellwitz from Wisconsin, met with us in
drafting this roadmap. The roadmap identifies
critical outcomes of sustainability necessary
to meet market demands, creates acceptable
practices and metrics for meeting outcome
requirements, provides a method for producer

engagement in sustainability assessment tool
development and provides a mechanism for
implementation of research based strategies to
improve the sustainability of crop production.
This proposal will provide funding for initiation of this plan in soybean with potential for
future or concurrent inclusion of field corn
allowing creation of a sustainability program
potentially covering more than 160 million
acres across the United States.
Program officials will segment the soybean
industry nationally into production regions
and enlist the expertise of producers, academic institutions, and processors through
regionally-based working groups to pilot
test the sustainability practices developed in
cooperation with soybean farmers. Initially,
the group will work closely with Midwest
soybean farmers and then expand efforts
on a national scale. State soybean extension
specialists and state soybean associations will
be crucial for implementing this strategy.
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Frogeye Leaf Spot —
A Disease that Enjoys the
Heat and Humidity!
By Paul Esker, Field Crops Extension Plant Pathologist
and Shawn Conley, State Soybean and Small Grains Specialist
The 2011 growing season was one of variable
weather conditions. Planting was slowed due to
cool and wet soil conditions in many parts of
this state, which was then followed by periods
of hot and humid weather, and now as we
move into harvest, conditions are abnormally
dry in several areas. This has kept us on our
toes in terms of soybean diseases that could
impact productivity. One disease that we have
seen the past two years at higher intensity has
been frogeye leaf spot (Figure 1). This fungal
disease is caused by the pathogen Cercospora
sojina. In the southern soybean production
regions of the U.S., this is a disease of major
importance although we continue to see

foliar symptoms in Wisconsin with a goal to
determine if there is impact on yield.

Symptoms: Frogeye leaf spot symptoms
include an angular spot that has a light gray
center and a distinct purple to reddish-brown
margin. There is no yellow halo surrounding
the spot. These individual spots can coalesce
and leave an irregular pattern on the leaf. This
can also cause premature leaf drop.

Disease cycle: Cercospora sojina
survives via infected seed or crop debris.
Infection and development of Frogeye leaf
spot is favored by warm and humid weather.
When weather conditions
continue to be favorable, C.
sojina can produce abundant
spores, which can cause further
infections and new spots on
soybean. The risk of yield loss
is correlated with the timing of
initial symptom development.
If spots are observed in early
reproductive growth periods,
the greater the chance for
some yield loss as well as the
increased likelihood that the
use of a foliar fungicide may be
more effective.

Management: A key for
reducing the risk of Frogeye
leaf spot in soybean fields is
avoidance. Use high quality,
Figure 1. Frogeye leaf spot of soybean
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pathogen-free seed. If you have had problems with
with Frogeye leaf spot, choose a soybean variety with a
high level of resistance. Tillage can also be an effective
for managing Frogeye leaf spot since burying residue
decreases the likelihood of the pathogen surviving. In
fields where Frogeye leaf spot has been a problem, a
crop rotation that is two years out of soybean can help
reduce the risk.

Fungicides and resistance management:
Fungicides can be an effective component of an
integrated management program for Frogeye leaf spot,
however, efficacy is a function of the timing of symptoms
in relation to growth stage. For example, in Ohio, when
1 or 2 lesions were observed (found) every 25 feet of row
in susceptible varieties at the R2 growth stage, fungicides
were highly effective and economical (Dorrance and Mills
2010). Thus, the recommendation is to actively scout
soybean, especially susceptible varieties, during the early
reproductive growth periods and determine if a fungicide
is warranted at the early pod (R3) growth stage.
Note, however, that while fungicides can be an
effective management tool for Frogeye leaf spot, there
are increasing reports of isolates of C. sojina having
reduced sensitivity (i.e., resistant) against the strobilurin
fungicides in the U.S. (Bradley 2011; Bradley 2010).
Products that have active ingredients belonging to the
strobilurin class of fungicides include: azoxystrobin
(Quadris, Quilt, and Quilt Xcel), fluoxastrobin (Evito and
Evito T), pyraclostrobin (Headline), and trifloxystrobin
(Stratego, Stratego YLD, and Gem). In 2010, resistant
isolates were found in the following states: Illinois,
Kentucky, and Tennessee. During 2011, there have been
reports of resistant isolates also in Missouri (Wrather
2011). Active efforts to monitor for fungicide-resistant
isolates of C. sojina are in progress around the soybean
production region.
A natural question to ask is, “How do I reduce the risk of
resistance occurring for Frogeye leaf spot?” Management
of Frogeye leaf spot should start with variety selection
as well as other cultural practices already discussed.
If fungicides are used with susceptible varieties, use

a compound from the triazole group (demethylation
inhibitors) or thiophanate-methyl (methyl benzimidazole
carbamates) chemistry classes as these compounds have
a different mode of action on pathogenic fungi. If you
are targeting other soybean diseases where a strobilurin
fungicide is more efficacious, do not apply a solo strobilurin product and use either tank-mixed or pre-mixed
products that have >1 mode of action. Lastly, only use a
foliar fungicide for the control of disease and not for plant
health aspects. Every time a fungicide is applied, there is
“selection pressure” on pathogen populations, meaning
there is selection for individuals in the population with
reduced sensitivity to fungicides. By using a foliar fungicide only for disease control and only when needed, this
can help lower the risk of resistance occurring.
To date, there are no documented cases of resistant C.
sojina in Wisconsin, however, it is important to remain
vigilant in how you consider using fungicide products
for control of soybean diseases. Frogeye leaf spot is a
disease that has increased in frequency in the state,
however, it is also one where we have not seen cause
large economics losses.

References:
Bradley, C.A. 2011. Soybean Fungicide Considerations.
the Bulletin 17, Article 3, July 29, 2011 (http://bulletin.
ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1541)
Bradley, C.A. 2010. Frogeye Leaf Spot Pathogen with
Reduced Sensitivity to Fungicides Found in Tennessee
Soybean Field. the Bulletin 23, Article 11, October 8,
2010 (http://bulletin.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1429)
Dorrance, A.E., and Mills, D. 2010. Frogeye Leaf Spot of
Soybean, The Ohio State University Extension Fact Sheet
AC-53-10 (http://ohioline.osu.edu/ac-fact/pdf/0053.pdf)
Wrather, A. 2011. Frogeye leaf spot pathogen resistant
to strobilurin fungicide found in southeast Missouri.
Missouri Boothheel Ag Pest Management Blog (http://
bootheelagpestmanagement.wordpress.com/2011/08/24/
frogeye-leaf-spot-pathogen-resistant-to-strobilurinfungicide-found-in-southeast-missouri/)
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Wisconsin Hosts
United Soybean Board
The United Soybean Board (USB) of Directors
met in Milwaukee this summer for its annual
meeting. The group of 69 farmer-leaders guide
USB on where to channel soybean checkoff
dollars. Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board and
Wisconsin Soybean Association hosted the group.
Wisconsin was represented by Bob Derr, a
grower from Sun Prairie and Nancy Kavazanjian, a
grower from Beaver Dam (pictured here) as well as
Bob Karls, Executive Director, Donna Matts, Office
Manager and the board of directors.

Bob Derr and Nancy Kavazanjian

While in Milwaukee, the board decided on its
2012 fiscal year plans, with specific program areas
and evaluating recommendations for their plan of
action in each area. That means the farmer leaders
will look at everything from communication to
domestic marketing, plus new uses — product
development and international outreach.
USB farmer-leaders voted to approve the
checkoff’s new Long-Range Strategic Plan (LRSP),
which identifies six areas they believe are most
critical to maintaining and expanding the U.S.
soy industry over the next five years. They include
increasing the value of U.S. soybean meal and
oil, ensuring that U.S. soybean farmers maintain
their freedom to operate, meeting customer needs,
protecting the animal-agriculture sector and
investing in transportation infrastructure.
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“The soybean industry has changed
dramatically in the past 20 years, and USB needs
some changes as well,” said USB Chairman Marc
Curtis, a Mississippi soybean farmer. “We took a
step forward moving USB toward the organization
it needs to be to address the modern world.”
In addition, USB farmer-leaders approved
projects to increase focus on production research
on the soybean genome and to increase emphasis
on specific, targeted international markets.
Curtis said the checkoff has supported
research that led to the sequencing of the soybean
genome, and the next steps will be to identify the
function of each gene.
“Additional research on the soybean genome
will allow us to increase efficiency in plant
breeding,” said Curtis. “This will allow researchers
to change the plant in ways that could improve
composition and help increase yields.”
Picking targeted markets will allow USB to
focus its efforts for the maximum impact, said
Curtis.
“We have identified specific markets where we
can make a move immediately,” said Curtis. “These
will be markets U.S. soy is not currently in and we
can focus on and make an impact.”
Farmer-leaders also determined the
direction of USB’s fiscal year that starts Oct.
1, 2011, with specific recommendations for
each of the checkoff’s program areas, including
Communications, Domestic Marketing,
International Marketing, Production Research and
New Uses Development.
“USB adopted a new strategic plan, adopted
high-impact projects and made steps in other
areas,” said Curtis. “USB approved the two projects
that represent the most tangible things we can put
our hands on right now.”
The USB group enjoyed Milwaukee —
including a special reception at the historic
Milwaukee Grain Exchange.

New White Mold Management Guide Available
by Paul Esker Field Crops Extension Plant Pathologist
With the support of the North Central Soybean Research
Program, we recently completed a new management guide
for white mold of soybean that is available in print form. The
goal of this management guide was to summarize the current
knowledge about white mold and its effect on soybeans
and to provide the most comprehensive set of management
recommendations based on our current knowledge. Sections
of the guide include: (i) signs and symptoms, (ii) yield loss
and vseed infection, (iii) cultural control practices, (iv) variety
selection, (v) chemical control, (vi) biological control, and
(vii) “putting it all together for white mold management —
core recommendations”. We will providing copies of this
guide through our various meetings this winter but if you are
interested in receiving a copy, please feel free to contact me
(Email: esker@wisc.edu; Phone: (608) 890-1999).
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Thinking

BEYOND

The Elevator

A recent survey of U.S. soybean farmers showed less than one
in six believe maintaining the poultry and livestock industries is
most important to his or her long-term profitability. As a result,
the United Soybean Board (USB) and the soybean checkoff
launched a “Beyond the Elevator” effort designed

to help soybean farmers recognize the importance of the
poultry and livestock industries both here and abroad. To learn
more about the effort, its goals and how these industries affect
your profitability, visit www.BeyondTheElevator.com.

www.BeyondTheElevator.com
©2011 United Soybean Board (41103-sw-6/11)
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BUSHEL
CLUB
with
-Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield®
-Roundup Ready ®
-Liberty Link
-Non-GMO

* Remove your yield barrier – Increased yields vary

~ Guaranteed 20% yield increase over ANY competitor over a 4 year period. *
~ Reduce “Sudden Death Syndrome” (SDS)
~ Control Cyst Nematodes

“PLANT CYST TECH®”
Mark Seed Company
1.800.383.6275
* See our website for details: www.markseed.com

